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LIST PRICE 
$1,499.99
MANUFACTURER 
Peavey Electronics 
Corporation,  
peavey.com 
POWER OUTPUT 
100 watts, all-tube, 
switchable between 
50 and 100 watts
CHANNELS Clean and 
Crunch 
TUBE COMPLEMENT 
Four EL34s, five 
12AX7s
CONTROLS Volume, 
gain, treble, middle 
and bass for each 
channel; dual master 
volumes with switch; 
global presence and 
12-position Punch 
dial; individual 
channel boosts with 
switches; channel 
switch; power and 
standby toggle 
switches; effect loop 
send and return level 
controls; MSDI level 
control, ground lift 
and bright/normal/
dark tone switch; 
100/50-watt power 
switch; three-position 
speaker impedance 
switch for four-, eight- 
and 16-ohm options 
in the 100-watt mode 
and eight- or 16-ohm 
settings in 50-watt 
mode 
COVERING Black 
Tolex
FOOTSWITCH 
(Included) Five 
buttons with LED 
indicators. Activates 
channels, master 
volumes, channel 
boosts and effect 
loop, and has five-
pin MIDI remote 
output for control 
via compatible MIDI-
selector devices 

SPECS

A CUT ABOVE
Peavey Butcher head

Dual 
footswitchable 
master volume 
controls allow 

users to set one 
control as the 
global output 

and the other as 
a solo level. 

+PRO -CON
 TonE-ShAPIng 
MSDI ouTPuT

 FuLL-FEATurED 
FooTSwITCh 
AnD SILEnT MIDI 
SwITChIng

 no rEVErB 

 By eric KirKland

D
esign engineers enjoy 
creating complex amps, 
with rows of controls and 

tone-altering switches. But gigging 
guitarists really just want an amp 
with a useable set of features and an 
interface that still makes sense to 
them on a dark stage after six beers. 
Peavey’s all-tube, two-channel 
Butcher exemplifies this balance of 
features and simplicity, producing 
hard-hitting Brit-inspired tones 
from its four El34s and providing 
footswitch access to channel 
switching, channel boosts, the effect 
loop and dual master volumes. For 
those who remember the original 
Peavey Butcher from 1985, these two 
amps are similar in name only. 

FEATURES
The 100-waTT BuTcher is a refresh-
ingly straightforward amp to operate. 
the Clean and Crunch channels have 
their own gain, volume, bass, middle 
and treble controls, and each has a 
tube-driving boost switch to let you 
pump the gain and overdrive. there 
are two master volume knobs, both 
of which are switchable: one func-
tions as a global output control and 
the other as a solo boost. a presence 
knob lets you dial in the power amp’s 
high frequencies, and a 12-position 
Punch control adjusts the attack and 
depth of the power amp’s lows. this 
also seems to affect speaker damp-

ing, creating a looser or tighter feel, 
depending on how the control is set. 

the back panel has send and 
return level controls for the effect 
loop, and an eight-pin connec-
tor for the supplied footswitch. 
one of my favorite inclusions is 
Peavey’s proprietary Microphone 
Simulated direct interface (MSdi), 
which mimics the sound of a miked 
speaker. the MSdi’s three-posi-
tion tone switch, level control and 
ground switch will help you and the 
house engineer quickly dial in the 
right sound, and because it’s a pas-
sive circuit, it will mate with any 
mixing console without clipping. 

a half-power switch drops the 
Butcher to 50 watts, for cream-
ier and somewhat lower volume 
tones. the head’s two speaker jacks 
are controlled by a three-position 
impedance switch that must be 
adjusted according to the cabinets 
used and the amp’s power setting. 

in addition, the amp’s switching 
system employs ldr silent switch-
ing, which allows for silent transi-
tions between features and helps 
integrate with Midi switching. 

PERFORMANCE
The BuTcher’s characTer, both 
clean and overdriven, will rely heav-
ily on your choice of speakers and 
pickups. For instance, through high-
wattage speakers and most passive 
pickups, the amp’s rhythm tones 
and its distortions were razor sharp. 

However, active pickups and green-
backs or Vintage 30–style speak-
ers produced thicker, richer tones. 
Cleans had a nice bite rather than 
a round and bouncy demeanor, but 
with the boost switch engaged on 
the Clean channel, there was enough 
gain to pull off British-style sounds. 

the overdrive channel isn’t 
designed to be a super-high-gain 
affair, even with the boost switch on; 
rather, it produces transparent clas-
sic rock and Seventies-style metal 
tones that favor mids and highs over 
dense harmonic foundations. Even 
so, the Punch control allowed me 
to dial in a heavy dose of low-end 
oomph. also, i actually preferred the 
tones achieved through the MSdi 
output to a board, which allowed me 
to get a little more compression and 
some modern tones. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
The BuTcher 100/50-waTT head 
can deliver prime tones for anything 
from country and rockabilly to 
roots rock and early metal. the 
footswitchable master volumes, 
effect loop, channels and boost 
options will satisfy performers’ 
onstage requirements. SC

On Disc


